
OPERATIONONESIMUS – 2019 ADVANCE WORK 
 
Introduction 

We are very excited that you’re planning to attend Operation Onesimus this year! Onesimus is a 
rewarding experience. Past participants have made important faith-centered life-changing decisions 
following the program. Moreover, participants have established lasting relationships that they keep to 
this day. Onesimus is richly rewarding for participants because: 

Onesimus is hard work. 

Onesimus is hard work because living a truly spiritual life is even harder work. If you’ve read the gospels 
and know about Jesus’ life, then you know something about the difficulty. And you know something 
about the wonderful, unmatchable results of Jesus’ life. In a similar vein, Onesimus would be neither a 
durable nor memorable experience if it were easy. 

Part of the hard work begins now! Before coming to Onesimus, you will need to do 3 things. Details 
about each bullet are provided below. 

1. E-mail Jess your top two choices for service sessions.  
2. Prepare two 5-minute presentations (one will be an assigned chapter of the Bible e-mailed 

to you and the other is your choice of topic). 
3. In preparation for the OO classes, complete assignments prescribed by the four OO 

teachers.  

The purpose of the assignments is to challenge you. To stretch you. These assignments will strengthen 
your familiarity and fluency with the Bible, while improving your skill at articulating your faith. Pace 
yourself in putting together presentations and completing homework. We encourage you to ask others 
to assess your accuracy and the clarity of your work. You may already be going to school, working a job 
or both. Your first challenge may be reserving the time needed to do these assignments well.  
 
Upon your arrival at training you’ll be asked to demonstrate that you’ve done these assignments. If 
you’ve not done them, you may be asked to excuse yourself from all non-class activities until you 
complete the work. We’re determined that all assignments will be used explicitly during training. To sum 
this up: we’ll respect your effort, you respect ours.  
 
Evidence of a prepared assignment will vary depending on your style of preparation. Written notes or 
outlines are great. If that’s not your style, be prepared to give a detailed verbal account. Consider 
submitting your evidence beforehand, either by email, post, phone call, Facebook messenger, etc.  Also, 
if you prepare something in advance, but then decide at training to prepare something different, that’s 
completely fine. You don’t have to present the material you submitted, just speak to the superintendent 
on site to discuss your change in topic.  

 
Everyone involved in Onesimus wants to see you succeed. The teachers, the other students, the support 
team, the staff—all are going to support you, encourage you and celebrate seeing you meet challenges 
and grow.  

We expect you will have questions and concerns about this work. You will have plenty of time to work 
with us and the other teachers and superintendents during training, but feel free to reach out to us 
beforehand as well.  



Please read through this document carefully. Your first action item that requires an immediate 
response is under the Service Sessions heading below.  

God be with you in your work! 

Love in Jesus, 

The OO Committee (Chris & Jen Wubbels, Levi & Jessica Gelineau, Maggie Schlageter, James & Becky 
Ross, Matt Drabenstott, Jacob & Josie Walker) 

 

TASK 1: Selecting Service Sessions 

During the afternoons, you will have several hours set aside to participate in service sessions: small work 
groups intended to help you hone a specific talent that you can put to use in your ecclesia and in the 
worldwide body of Christ hopefully for the rest of your lives. Please prayerfully consider the following 
areas of service and determine the top two you feel you would be the most effective in.  

Once you have thought about the options below, please email Sis. Jess Gelineau 
(leviandjessica@gmail.com) with your top two choices by May 13th, at the latest.  

● Art 
● Community Outreach 
● Music 
● Public Speaking 

 
Physical Labor Fridays:  On Fridays, everyone will take a break from their regular service sessions and 
work together on camp projects during service session time. (Do not include Camp Projects/Physical 
Labor as one of your two choices, since everyone will participate.) 
 
 
TASK 2: Prepare 2 Presentations 
For the first week presentations, each participant is assigned a chapter(s) from the book of Romans . In a 
5 minute presentation, you will provide an overview, an explanation of the chapter(s)’s main points, and 
how the content fits into its book. When you email Jess your service session choices, she will email you 
back with your presentation chapter assignment. 
The goal of the second week’s presentations is to give you the opportunity to share personal Bible study 
that you have found to be interesting, encouraging, or helpful. 
 
During the first week of Onesimus, a superintendent/committee member will want to hear a brief 
summary of what you plan to present about. You can also reach out to superintendents or committee 
members at any time during the first week to run through thoughts and work through any aspects of 
your presentation you’d like to get other perspectives on!  
 
Some thoughts to consider about your presentations: 
Your presentations should show a command of scripture. Your presentations should be well thought 
through and structured around one or two key messages. Here is a starting point: develop a body of 
relevant passages from the Bible and use that as your basis. Tease out a main point or take-away 
message that you want your audience to walk away with. From there, organize your thoughts into a 5 
minute presentation. Be sure to link your main points to specific Bible passages. 
General Presentation Tips: 
• Make the connections clear, and ensure your application is consistent 



with each passage’s context and intent. 
• Longer does not mean better. 
• Be engaging. (Use storytelling, visuals, handouts, and other elements to engage your audience.) 
• Stretch yourself. If you are a seasoned public speaker, take risks. 
• Use at least 3 Bible references. 
• Don't spend a lot of time summarizing. 

• Make your subject matter relatable for your audience. 
 
 

TASK 3: Complete Assignments from Teachers  
 

Week One Classes taught by Bros. Jeff Gelineau and Karam Ram 
Brother Jeff’s class is entitled “The Transforming Power of Discipleship” 

● Class Introduction: One of the single most important things to remember about Discipleship is 
that the TRUTH TRANSFORMS US.  There are a lot of factors in our life that change our 
characters , but only one comes deep into our hearts and makes us into what God wants . The 
Word of God is alive, active and working, and our time spent with the Word changes us more 
than anything else. 

 
Before his class, Jeff would like you to complete the following tasks: 
1) Please read the following verse in at least THREE different versions: Acts 20:32  
 
What’s the overall feeling that you get from that verse?  Pay particular attention to the Greek word 
“Anoixis”  in this verse.  What lesson do this teach you? 
 
Take a few moments to speak to THREE different members of your Ecclesia that are older than your 
parents and ask them what parts of God’s Word really build them up the most.  What parts inspire them 
and cause their faith to grow? 
 
2) Please read the following verse in at least THREE different versions: James 1:18  
 
Find the Greek word “Aparche”  in this verse.  That word implies “a beginning of sacrifice.”   Taking that 
into mind, what lessons do you draw from this verse? 
 
3) We are going to be talking about how we can assimilate the Truth into our daily lives.  Not only having 
the Bible in your mind but allowing it to enter into your heart. 
 
One of the key ways that holy men of old assimilated the Word of God into their hearts was by 
MEMORIZING  it. I’d like you to follow this same example. Many people get comfort and encouragement 
from the Psalms of David.  Please choose one of the following Psalms to memorize: 

● Psalm 16  
● Psalm 19  
● Psalm 20 
● Psalm 27  
● Psalm 29  
● Psalm 30  
● Psalm 34  



● Psalm 46  
● Psalm 84  
● Psalm 91  

 
4) Staying in the Psalms, let’s spend a few minutes thinking about the concept of Meditation, which is 
another way that assimilate the Word of God into our lives. Google up THREE different sources on 
“Biblical Meditation”  or “Christian Meditation.”   Once you have a clear understanding of all that 
Meditation includes, then read through PSALM 119 and highlight every time that David makes an 
allusion to meditating on the Word of God. 
 
5) Lastly, I’d like you to get creative. Please read the following verse in at least THREE different versions: 
Hebrews 4:12.  
 
This is a powerful and moving verse that talks quite dramatically about the amazing abilities of the Word 
of God.  I’d like you to talk dramatically about what this verse tells you. 
 
Write a poem, a slam, a song, a screenplay, a short story or even a joke that properly expresses your 
feelings, your emotions, your reaction to the strength of the power in this verse. 
 
Let yourself go…  There are no wrong answers here…  No one is going to judge you, this is simply an 
opportunity to express your appreciation for God’s Word. 
  
Brother Karam’s class is entitled “The New Covenant”  

● Class Introduction: This class will have a particular emphasis on the Sermon on the Mount. The 
individual sessions, at this stage, are: 1) Review preparatory work, 2) Beyond the Covenant, 3) 
Beyond Religion, 4) The New Covenant, 5) The Kingdom of God, 6) Righteousness, and 7) The 
Father  

Before his class, Karam would like you to do the following: “ I’d like the attendees to undertake in 
preparation for the sessions to read Matthew Chapters 5, 6 and 7 and create either a printed newspaper 
or a webpage based on some or all of the contents of those chapters. Attendees are free to include any 
topical references and visuals they feel illustrate the points that Jesus is making in the real world. I hope 
that they approach this exercise with humour, imagination and have some fun with it!” 

Week Two Classes taught by Bros. James DiLiberto and Mark Drabenstott 
 

Brother Mark’s class is titled “Growing Faith for Life”.  
 

● Class Introduction: Faith is the most important thing we create and grow over the course of our 
life.  We are created with the capacity to understand a higher being—and with an innate ability 
to entrust our life to that being.   But we are also created with the capacity to choose for 
ourselves.  At every turn, we can do it our way, or God’s way.  That succession of choices forms 
the very essence of our faith.  

 
What is faith?  How does it change our life?  And how can we grow it for a lifetime?  These core 
questions form the basis of this class.  Here’s what to expect from our shared faith experience: 

 



● Gain a deeper understanding of the critical elements of faith 
● See why our world is intentionally designed to include uncertainty and suffering 
● How to put faith into the critical decisions throughout your life 
● Why faith naturally leads to a burning desire to give back by serving others 
● Why growing faith takes a warrior mindset—especially today 
● Why faith means you will  conquer every obstacle life brings 
● Understand how faith decisions have made a big difference in my own life 

 
Here are the seven topics to explore:  
You Can’t Live Without It 
The Two Critical Parts of Faith: Belief & Trust 
Our Faith, His Grace 
Suffering & The Unknown: The Soil in Which Faith Grows 
This is War: Fight the Good Fight 
Giving Back: Faith in Action—Naturally,  
V for Victory: Faith Overcomes EVERY Challenges in your Life 

 
In preparation for Brother Mark’s class, please complete the following two activities: 
 

1. Give prayerful study to Hebrews 11 and Proverbs 3:5-6.  With those scriptures in mind, identify 
three times in your life when you have stood in the crossroads of a great decision.  Assess that 
decision on a scale of 0 (full reliance on your own instincts) to 10 (full trust in God).  Now ask 
yourself, Would God rate them the same way?  What was your process for making each 
decision?  What are three ways that you can put more trust in God into future decisions? 
Summarize your findings in a reflection, video or podcast-ready audio. 
 

2. Faith is highly personal, but happens within the context of the world in which you live, work 
and/or go to school or university.  Identify the four segments of your ‘world’ that are most 
important in your daily life.  These might be: family, work, friends, social media, entertainment, 
media, university, ecclesia, local community, nation, or world at large.  Evaluate whether each 
segment of your world is (A) supportive, (B) hostile or (C) neutral  to your growing more faith in 
God.    For each in the A category, how can you take better advantage of that support?  For each 
in the B category, what concrete actions can you take to overcome them and grow more faith? 
For each in the C category, is there a way in which they can become more supportive to faith? 
Summarize your findings in a reflection, video or podcast-ready audio. 

 
Brother James’ classes are titled: Ways of Providence: The Power At Work Within Us 

● Class Introduction: In the Bible, we read of times when God's people witnessed His hand at 
work in powerful and obvious ways, whether by signs and wonders, visions or miracles, with 
conspicuous manifestations of the Holy Spirit.  However, today we no longer see that kind of 
activity, and whilst we may speak of our God being "living and active" in the world and our lives, 
most of us find it difficult at times to be sure of when and how. There are some days when we 
all wish God's presence and guidance could be a bit more obvious. Yet the Bible gives us clear 
indication and assurance to truly believe that God's ways of providence are not only still 
powerfully at work in the world today guiding its history, but also within us, transforming our 
characters into the image of His Son, through both blessing and trial. This series will provide us 
with encouragement and confidence as we focus our eyes on the mighty working of God in our 



daily lives and the transformative power of Jesus Christ on the inmost being of every disciple 
whose heart is open to His influence. Drawing from a variety of Biblical examples, we will also 
share personal testimony of God's hand working in similar ways today and establish a clear 
framework from which to see His influence around and in us as we walk with God and put His 
presence into practice each day. 

 
In preparation for Brother James’ class, please complete the three tasks outlined below: 

1. Think about the past and write down how you believe God has worked in your life? Be 
specific and write down examples 
● What did or didn’t happen that you believe God was involved in? 
● How did you know that it was God working rather than chance or your controlling 

influence? 
● Are there precedents in the Bible for God working in this way? 

2. In preparation for the moderated debate, research the following: 
● Molinism, Calvinism, Arminianism 
● Who were their founders? 
● What is a basic summary of their model? 
● What are the models’ strong and weak points? 
● Provide a written example of each model’s outworking 

3. Try to get hold of either Bro. Robert Roberts’ book The Ways of Providence or Bro. Tim 
Galbraith’s Caution! God At Work: The Ways of Providence in Daily Life and read as 
much of them as you can before OO. 

 
 
 


